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was the basis for a system of effective self-defence yet
created. Her weakness in these regards was, in itself, a
menace to the peace of the Far East as well as to her own
security. That this was unhappily the case was a matter
of as much regret to His Majesty as it could be to the
Emperor of Korea; and for this reason the safety of Korea
was as much a matter of anxiety to him as was that of his
own country. His Majesty had already commanded his
Government to conclude the Protocols of February and
August, 1904, for the defence of Korea, Now, in order to
preserve the peace which had been secured, and to guard
against future dangers arising from the defenceless condition
of Korea, it was necessary that the bonds which united the
two countries should be closer and stronger than ever before.
Having this end in view, His Majesty had commanded his
Government to study the question, and to devise means of
attaining this desirable result The preservation and pro-
tection of the dignity, privileges, and tranquillity of the
Imperial House of Korea would, as a matter of course, be
one of the first considerations kept in view. His Majesty
felt sure that if the Emperor of Korea would carefully con-
sider the general situation, and its bearing upon the interests
and welfare of his country and people, he would decide to
take the advice now earnestly tendered to him."

After several audiences between the Emperor of Korea
and Marquis Ito, a plan for the future government of the
country was formulated, which might be summed up as
follows: The Japanese Government, with consent of the
Government of Korea, to have the right to control and
direct the foreign affairs of Korea, while the internal auto-
nomy of the Empire would be maintained ; and, of course,
His Majesty's Government, under His Majesty's direction,
would continue as at the present time. It is impossible to
enter into details of all the discussions and negotiations
which followed. A fair account of these has been given
by Professor Ladd,1 and to that reference must be made.

1 Ladd, In Jforea witk Marquis /&, chap, xi.